craft, which have inevitably finished up on
his traditional stand just outside the Holiday
Inn at the Southampton Boat Show. We've
seen a very pretty little dory, an impressive
RIB (which we tested at over 60mph!) and
the delightful Ranger 500 launched over

CLASSIC LINES

Bob based the Ranger 500 on a traditional
West Country fishing boat, retaining the
original classic lines and clinker style but laid
in GRP to minimise maintenance. The boat
features a deep keel to give straight line
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also has Treadmaster on the deck, and the
hull incorporates foam filled compartments
making the craft virtually unsinkable.

Just in front of the console is a neat
engine box, under which lurks a little 10hp
Beta diesel featuring a specially engineered
flywheel to add inertia, smoother running
and reduced tick-over. Equally neat engine
controls are mounted on the top of the
console, to port, and a small grab handle
is provided atop the console in case you
find the need to hang onto something. The
engine box also doubles as an extra seat or
a convenient table for those relaxing in the
bows. From a user’s point of view the little
boat has been thoughtfully laid out so that
it's as comfortable to stand at the helm as it
is to sit back and relax with the helm within
easy reach.

There are cleats mounted astern, a
bow roller and a really substantial centrally
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