BUYING ADVICE

ver the decades we've tested

numerous boats built by

Outhill Boatbuilders, but

in recent years this famous

Midland’s based company
has switched its interests to the moulding of
seats and consoles for RIBs, becoming the
foremost UK supplier to this growing sector
of the market.

One of our founding advertisers, Bob
Moulston, has always had a love of boats. In
between expanding his range of RIB goodies
he has continued to design and produce new
craft, which have inevitably finished up on
his traditional stand just outside the Holiday
Inn at the Southampton Boat Show. We've
seen a very pretty little dory, an impressive
RIB (which we tested at over 60mph!) and
the delightful Ranger 500 launched over

What could be better than spending a relaxing
afternoon pottering around in a delightful boat with
an old friend? Irving Stewart reports.

the past few shows. Earlier this year, during
our routine spring visit to Salcombe, | had
the rare and great pleasure of actually
getting afloat with my old friend Bob (for
the first time in years) when we spent a
couple of relaxing hours pottering around
the harbour and estuary in his very own
personal runabout.

CLASSIC LINES

Bob based the Ranger 500 on a traditional
West Country fishing boat, retaining the
original classic lines and clinker style but laid
in GRP to minimise maintenance. The boat
features a deep keel to give straight line
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stability (and protect the prop), plus a pair of
small bilge keels that prevent the craft ‘falling
over’ when left on a mud mooring.

The hull moulding is in a nice cheery blue,
whilst the deck moulding is in white, very
traditional! Internally the beautifully executed
complex deck moulding incorporates a
very neat control console, a wrap round
transom seat and two comfy bow seats. It
also has Treadmaster on the deck, and the
hull incorporates foam filled compartments
making the craft virtually unsinkable.

Just in front of the console is a neat
engine box, under which lurks a little 10hp
Beta diesel featuring a specially engineered
flywheel to add inertia, smoother running
and reduced tick-over. Equally neat engine
controls are mounted on the top of the
console, to port, and a small grab handle
is provided atop the console in case you
find the need to hang onto something. The
engine box also doubles as an extra seat or
a convenient table for those relaxing in the
bows. From a user’s point of view the little
boat has been thoughtfully laid out so that
it's as comfortable to stand at the helm as it
is to sit back and relax with the helm within
easy reach.

There are cleats mounted astern, a
bow roller and a really substantial centrally
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annot see why anyone would want to, you
might be able to use as much as 3 litres of
diesel an hour (a smidgeon over half a gallon
in old money). However, as Bob will verify,
you would be unlikely to average more than
alitre an hour. On ‘red’ diesel at around 33p
per litre this is hardly likely to break anyone’s
heart and is probably less than the smallest
portable outboard will consume.

But the joy of this little boat is the utter
delight of simply pottering. Potter round the
harbour, amble down to the nearest pub,
quietly discover the local coves or explore
quiet rives or lakes without disturbing the
wildlife or even upsetting hidden anglers.
Take a picnic, bottle of wine and a lady
friend and the world can go to pot whilst
you savour the joy of simply relaxing afloat in
Bob's classic creation.

There's a certain smug satisfaction in
playing the ‘tortoise and the hare’. Gently
ambling into Salcolmbe’s quiet estuary, after
trying the boat in open sea, we watched
youngsters in sports boats and RIBs forced to
come down to our speed and quietly smiled.

Having thrashed about at great velocity
these fast craft had probably used more fuel
in a couple of hours than the little Ranger
has consumed in its lifetime, and they hadn’t
been anywhere! There’s a moral there... ®




